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ﬁgl'c;/, 1. As reported in raftel C, DCM Montllor and ConGen Huey
Cods made round trip to Azul on October 13 and haeld conversa-
sY ‘
CEROH tions with Pederal Judge Dante IPPOLITO, Miss Olga

TALAMANTE and Pefense Attorney Alfrado PEREZ ABRABAM.
2. INTERVIEW WITH JUDGE IPPOLIYO. The Judge at first

seenad reluctant to discuss the.Talamante Case which

he had tried, explaining that the case was no longer within
his jurisdiction. We pointed out that our interest was

in getting certain conflicting facts straightened out

s0 that the Embassy would know how to procesd in this
' case.

3. In reply to ohr quastion as tp whather the appeal

procedure interfered with a request for parcle, Judge

Ippolito answered affirmatively. He explainad that
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"there could bé-no consiGeration of parole until ths

appeal proceszs was completéd for the aimplé reason that

the request for appreal made tharsentence a provisional

one until ratified, overturned or modified by |

the Appeals Court. In the absence of a definixivg sentgnce,
there iz yet no definitive santence frem which a parolej
can be sought. ¥Fe polinted out that tnls worked to the
disadvantage of t?e dgfendant because the act of

;ppeal denied théxdefendant the posaibility of an early
release on patole. The Judge said this was the inevitalble
effact of the appeal. He also said that he had sent the
file in thié case to the Federal Court of Appeals in the
Provincial capital of La Plata and that while the file

was under review and in the hands of ihat court, it could
not be used for a simultanéous action in arother court.

4. fThe Judge informed us that he had forwarded the file
with the appeal to the Court ian La PFlata on October 9, well
after he had been informed by Miss Talamante that she and
the other defendants had dropped Attornay Pérez Abraham

ag their legal representative. Thus her appeal at La Plata
will be in the hands of a Public Dfense Attorney by thé
neama of Antonio R. Sosa LIPRANDI who, without knowing

the nine defendants ih the common case, will work solely

from the file.
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5. The average éalay befora the Appeals Court rendars s

decision runs tc about 45 days, but this may vary accor-
ding to the workload of the Court and the complexity
of the case under review. It is to be noted that the

) file of Mizz Talamante forms an . integral péit of a case

o involving nine defendants. 'While the appeal case of each
defendant 1is considerel to be independent, all nine cases
are reviewed at the game tima. |
obtain

6. In discussing the procedure to SMN¥A the ralease
and dgpartnre from the country of Miss Talaménte, the
Judge said that this was a matter of adminfstrative
decigion by the Exegutive Powaer, handled in the Hinistry
of Interior. The Executive Power cannot intervene in the
case as long as it is still in the Judicial procesg, which
includes an appeal. ®hen the aépeal Gaecision is handed
down, bs it to suétain the conviction of the Lower Court
or to acighit the defendant, the Executivé will probably
continue to hold the person under the State of Sisge.
Howaver, 1if the}énistry of Interior so desiras, it may
invoke the deportation order which is now being held 4in
the Immigration Department of the Ministry of Interior.
Alternatively, the defendant may reguest the Executive
Power on her own initiative to be allowad to depart the

country under the conditions of Article 23 of the

_
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Constitution. In the casequ,yiss Talamante, she méy*“
personally write to the Minister of Interior and '
requast expulsion as her option. Judge Ippolito staéed
that no attorney was necessary in this regard,

7. INTERVIEW WITH MISS TALAMANTE. We next visited

¥iss Talamante in the prdviﬁc;al'jail. Wezéonversgd

with her in the office of one of the prison officials
but had to keep the door to the hall open zo that the
visitors could ba in the lina of sidt of a Matron.

Miss Talamante was mot in prison garb, having presumably

‘been allowed to change before meeting us. She looked well

L
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and was in a good framg of mind.
2. We explained that we wera in Azul to try to uanderstand

the status of her case and to assure ourselves that she
also was aware of what was happening. We told her that
the judge had informed us that as long as the appeal was
under consideration, thera could be no action on her con-
ditional release under parcle.  We inquired whether she
was aware of this. She revlied in the affirmative but
addod that she did not kaow it at the time that she and
the other eight defendants had decided to appeal. Shas
alac explained that her decision to appal waz shared by
the other defenfiantsh%of their common position

that;they=are not quilty and the appeal offered the possi-

bility of acquittal. We asked her whether she wantedujo
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E_-consider dtopping hai ap?eal En.order to put in motion a

I request for parcle, and she replied that she did not, and
that shelipreferred to act in concert with the other éight
defendants until therappeal wvas resclved. She sai& that

N i1f an appeal confirmsd the sentence she wo?}d wish to

i;; _ leave Argantina either unkr the .existing déébrtation order

o or the option of expulsion under Article 23, We indicated

to her that we also wished to expedite her departure and

_ tha£ wva would inform the Ambassador of her wishes.

éif 9. He inquired from Miss Talamante &s to the reasons

for her having revoked thez Power of Attorney that she had

given to Dr. Pérez Abraham. She replied that she and the

other defendants had found‘him to be incompetent. Asked

to explain furthexr, ghe said that the defendants thought

that their case showed them to be not gdilty but that the

attorney had not put forth a very strong defense to prove

them innocent. |

10, Misg Talamante éid not make any special reqguests of

usn insbfar# as her case 1s ccoancerned, since ghe 1s

resicned to waiting out the time ragquired for the Court

of Appeals tc hand down its decision. She 4id ask us,

however, ﬁo send a méssage to hexr mother. We agresd to

drafted
de this and she wesmadibed. oner.in our presence.

l1l1. We asked Miss Talamante about her residence status

in Argentina. She replied she had temporary fesidence at
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the time of her arrest,but that it had esxpired while ;;e
was iniﬁﬁgﬁﬁigﬁ. We pointed out that to gualify for
parole, the-judge pust be satisfied that she meds
certain conditionsg imposed by law, among which are
maigkenance of residence within a specified area, and
gainful employment. Theée éonditions would te difficult
to meet by a foreign natiornal who is not a permanent
resident. She appeared to underatand this.

12. INTERVIEW WITE DEFENSE ATTORNEY PEREZ ABRAEAN.

From the jail we went to the office of har former Defense
Attorney. He told us that he was surprised at the dnexpli-
cable action taken by the defendants in fevoking his

Power of Attorney:; this, however,should in no way affect
the progress of the appeal procedure now in the hands of
the Court of Appeals in La Plata. He said he was given

no reascn for the concerted action of the nine defendants
bhut he commentad that this case had political overtones
beyond its judicial aspect.

13. ¥e raised the guestion of his legal fees for the
handling of tho case for Miss Talamante. The attorney
appeared to believe that the American officials who had
'visited her recently, including Reobert FPelder of the
Department of Stace; had indlcatelAril e PR HPY for
of the $2,500 fee. &He claimed he had ﬁreviously also

. discussed this witn Attorney Leonard Weinglaga. We pointed

-
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out to him that the U.S. Government is in no way obliggted
to pay the defense attorney any fee inasmuch as this is
the responsibility of the defendant. The attorney replied
that Migs Talamanée does not have any resources in Azul,
¥We suggested that he submit his bill to Attormey Weingljhss
in the United States for ﬁppropfiate resolution.

14. CONCLUSICHS. It was HMiss Talamante's pergonal

decision to maintain her solidarity with the other eight
¢odeféndants and pursue the common appeal process in _
the knowledge that this resulted in her continued detention.
She is now aware of the consequences of ner decision.

15. &he no longer has an attorney and 4448 not indicate

any desire to obtain a new one. Shs will rely, along

with hér codefandants, on public defender to pursue

har appreal.

16. If the apveal results ip acquittal, she will most
likely continue to be datained undar the “zstate of siege”
in the jurisdiction of the executive power. She will then
have to recuest expulsion from tie Republic, uader the
terms of Article 23 or_fuce deportation. ‘

17. The decision of the Appeals Court may take as loag

as twvo months, perhars mors, depending on the number of
cages on the docket. While the case 1is under appeal it is
still under judicial review and not subject to interven-

: tion by the Executive FPower. N
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T 18. As an alien without resident status, Miss Talamante

"wounld not appear to meet the conditions of raesidence

and enmployeant reguired for pafole eligibility. Conse-
quently, depocrtation or expulsipn scem to be the only
avenues open to he; if the conviction i3 ugheld by the
Appeals Court. These courses of action nréléxclusively
within the competence of the Executive Power, acting
through the Ministry of Interior.

1%, TheEmbassy will pursue this case with the Ministrv of

Interior with a view toward deportation or expulsion

at the time she is released from judicial jurddédiction.=
20, FYI. It is worthy of note that Judge Ippolito

told us that ne had never before handled a case of such
‘complex nature, which involved a foreigner detained under
the state of siege. Simflar gentiments ware voiced to
Embassy officers by Attorney Thomas ZToywitt of Brons £
Salas law firm in Buenos Aires, whom we have consulted on
various occasions. Therefore, there Is little precedent
to guide us in reporting-on possible future developmnts

in this case. END PFYI.

bor 57
21. ADDENDUM. Ambassador has just been given appointment

for call on Minister of Interior Robledo at 11:00 a.m.
October 15. Will raige Talamante case at that time.
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